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Stage Setup

All instruments need to be amplified with microphones.

The flute player will blow directly onto the microphone during the piece. The percussion setup will
itsself require 4 - 6 microphones. Thus, 11-13 microphones are needed in total.
(Bass Clarinet, Flute, Guitar, Violin, Cello, 2x Piano, 4x-6x Percussion)

There need to be 4 Speakers on the stage, as depicted in the Setup Plan above. In addition, a stereo FOH
pair is needed to create a well-balanced image.

A Video Monitor with sound playback capabilities is needed on the stage, too. A tube TV / Gallery Moni-
tor (no flat screen!) is required. While the image quality is secondary, the sound should be rather decent.

The entire part of the Bass Clarinet is written in the low register of the instrument. The amplified signal
of the Clarinet should be fed into an octaver, pitching the clarinet down an octave, and mixed with the
clean signal, before routed onto the Bass Clarinet's speaker on stage.

The piano player will require a midi keyboard (5 Octaves: C-c""). It should be connected to a computer
running Max MSP (on stage). It will trigger sine waves.



Bass Clarinet

Notes with a square head, notated above the staff system, indi-
cate air sounds. There is a differentiation between "normal” slaps
and slaps with square heads. The latter should be executed =3
more noisily, shorter and dry, with much less pitch than the

"normal” slaps.
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All sounds should be played with a very distinct attack. In general, hold all air and "normal” sounds as
long as indicated. Staccato, however, always means SUPER SECCO!!!

Piccolo Flute

It may seems contradictory that the score explicitly asks for a piccolo flute, although almost the entire
part is written in the low register of the instrument, where its sound is weakest. This is, however, not a
mistake. The sound characteristics of the low piccolo register are exactly what is desired.

Notes with a square head, notated below the system, indicate air sounds. The player
should close all keys and blow through the flute, directly onto the microphone.

ambitus of the glissando.

Electric Guitar

The part of the electric guitar is notated very,
very roughly. In fact, the guitar player will mostly
improvise throughout the entire piece. However,
there are certain limits to her or his freedom.
First of all, the guitar is expected to play ex-
tremely long, static and quiet ( p ) drone like
sounds. The part should preferably be played on
a table top guitar, equipped with a whole lot of
different effect devices, maybe even a computer.
The score indicates sets of parameters that de-
scribe the characteristics of the desired drones.
These sets consist of five numbers in the range
of 0 to 4 for the parameters in the table on the
right. Examples for the desired sounds are avail-
able upon request.

Following this system,a parameter set of

indicates a static noise without clearly
audible pitches, with a bright, very broad
tembre and significant distortion.
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If this turns out to be insufficient, use a mounted rubber tube to blow onto the mic.
In some situations, a few glissandi occur, the range of which may seem impossible.
Try to get as close as you can without too much effort. When in doubt, reduce the

0 no pitch at all
"Pitchyness"
1 l
The strength of distinct
pitches in the sound. 4 clearly audible pitch compo-
nents
0 very dark
Brightness 1 1]
4 very bright
0 very narrow, small range
1 1
Wideness
very wide, broad, full spectrum
4 (not necessarily very dense
though)
0 no distortion, very smooth
Distortion l ]
4 noisy, clipped
0 absolutely super static, clean
Coarseness and smooth
: . l 1]
Rhythmic variation and
grainyness 4 tremolo, grains or similar rhyth-
mic variations, pulses




Violin and Cello

The parts of the strings consist, almost entirely, of glissandi. “Headless” notes during glissandi are merely
meant to indicate the duration of the glissando. They should not get additional attacks.
The same is true for tied notes: The heads of tied notes have been removed to clarify repetitions etc.

The written dynamics should be executed with much care. The ambitus of written expressions ranges
from pp to fff. Make sure, pianissimo is always very quiet, whereas fff should be executed with brute
force!

Everything is to be played without even the slightest trace of vibrato!!

Percussion

The percussion player is supposed to play on the following items, grouped into three sets:

1.
2 wooden blocks (not wood blocks but actual blocks of wood): one very large, one medium sized
both ought to be played with a hammer
1 wooden plank
1 wood surface for wiping with a sand paper block, wiping is indicated with square noteheads
1 plastic box, to make a "click” kind of sound
7/ metal cans: - very high,
- high,
- high and muted almost "dead”,
- high and filled with glass pieces or similar,
- high and filled with crown caps or similar light metal objects,
- medium
- low
The cans should be deformed and prepared to avoid distinct single pitches, the filled ones
should clang and rattle as much as possible
3 "metal sheet sandwiches’, groups of flat metal objects:
cymbals, foils, brass sheets and similar items, tied together to produce (high) clanking & sizzling
2 floor toms, one extremely muffled, medium low, the other one medium muffled and extremely low
1 thick cardboard tube (like the ones used to transport posters etc)

The staff system for the first set looks like this:

2 wooden blocks,
wooden plank

wood surface,
plastic “click”

7 cans

3 metal sandwiches

2 floor toms

cardboard tube




2.

4 plastic foils, different pitches, (cigarette cellophane wrapper, plastic bags, etc)
4 small plastic objects producing "click” like sounds of different "pitch”

3.
4 suspended triangles of different size (tiny to large)
4 hanging steel rods of different size (tiny to large), sparkling sound but no single distinct pitches

The staff systems for sets 2& 3 consist of 2 4-line staves:

During the piece, the percussion player is additionally asked to build a wooden box (5 walls) on stage,
using black wood (or mdf), nails and a hammer. The box should be a little larger than the TV (approx. 5
-10 cm on every side) and should stand on little wood or metal bars ("feet’, could even be large nails), so
that the audience is able to see if the TV is playing, without actually seeing the TV. The inside of the box
should be lined with mirroring foil to aid the reflection of light from the TV screen.

The player has four to five minutes (divided into two sections) to finish the construction of the box.
When finished, the player is supposed to take the box and to cover the TV with it (see measures #308-
#310).

Piano

The piano player will also play a midi keyboard, that triggers sine waves. The keyboard should best be
put inside the grant piano, so that both piano and midi keyboard can be played simultaneously. The re-
sulting pitches of the sine waves are written in an additional staff in the score.



Electronics

The piece comes with a 5-Channel-Audio- and Video-Playback. The playback is divided into two parts.
The first (audio only) starts at the beginning of the piece and continues until the start of the second

part. The second part (with video) starts in measure #310.

The playback of the second part should start in the exact same moment when the percussion player
covers the TV with the box he or she built on stage. The first part should continue to play right up to the

same moment.

To synchronise the instruments with the playback, both parts of the playback contain a click track.
All seven players require headphones.

The levels of playback and instruments (amplification) should be almost the same, with the instruments
dissolving into the playback.

In general, the piece should be played at high volumes!

The amplified instrument-signals are to be connected as follows:

Instrument Speaker
Flute S2
Bass Clarinet S1
Violin S3
Cello S3
Percussion S4
Piano S2
Keyboard S2

All signals, especially the playback channels, should also be sent (use a "send” instead of hard routing) to

The routing of the playback channels is,accordingly:

Channel

Destination

1

Speaker 1

Speaker 2

Speaker 3

Speaker 4

Clicktrack

2
3
4
5
6

TV

the FOH Mix. Use as many additional speakers as needed for a balanced sound.




Compounds
The pieces of the Compound series evolve from recordings of my everyday environment. A technique
that is vital for my work is transcription - the translation of recorded acoustic flow into musical notation,

playable by instrumentalists. The entire text of this piece is based on those transcriptions.

For more information on the concept of the Compound series please visit www.marcoll.de .

The materials used for this piece are:

Indication Source

Enok Staircase Construction workers demolishing the flat of my neighbour Enok Dansauer,
who had died some time before. Recorded on November 12th, 2012

Enok Bath Dirill See above.

Enok P-Drill See above. Recorded on November 10th, 2012

Thilisi Breaks Car breaks in dense traffic, Freedom Square, Thilisi, Georgia, November
22nd, 2012

Zoom Noise System noise of a recording device

Reuter Chain Saw Workers sawing down trees in my backyard, Berlin Neukdlln, August 8th 2011

Tent Rain to 2.1 Rain falling on a tent (electronic derivative), Recorded in Biesenthal, July 29th,
2012

The score is written in C.

The scope of accidentals is limited to one single note.
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J = 161 (161.482828) repeat as many times as
needed by perc- player
3 (but at least 15 times)
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